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Calendar 

Note: the following scheduled events are subject to COVID Alert levels 
staying at Level 2 or lower. Larger events will require a move to Level 1. 
 

28 August   Lit Quiz /  Defensive Driving Theory  3:30-5:30p 

31 Aug - 7 Sept  OPC Year 10 - (Pending travel exemption through 

     Auckland) 

1 - 4 September Senior Exams (exam leave) 

2 & 4 September Defensive Driving Theory E1 3:30-5:30pm 

7 September  Defensive Driving Practical 

9 September   Y12/13 Drama Production 4pm and 7pm 

10 September  Open day  

    Year 11 Geography to oil refinery 

14 September  Board of Trustees business meeting 

14-18 September Y7/8 Kaimai Sports Camp  

15 September  NCEA L1 Mathematics Common Assessment 

     “MCAT” exam 

16 September  TAS Creative / Wearable Art - Forum North ( 

    If at Alert L1) 

18 September   Assembly (Sheryl Mai / DoE)  

18 September  Young Enterprise Education to Employment Speed  

    Meet (WBHS) 

    Y11/12/13PE “The Mud Run”  (Helensville)‘ 

19 September  Young Enterprise  - Kerikeri markets 

23 September  Y11 Drama Production P3/ 4, 4pm and 7pm 

21-24 September Y12 Tourism trip - Tongariro 

23-28 September Duke of Edinburgh Hillary Award Silver practice 
    (Whirinaki) 
25 September  End of Term 3 
12 October   Start of Term 4 
14 October   Y12 Geography field trip to Hobsonville 
20 October   Y13 Biology field trip to Auckland Zoo 
30 October   Country Day (calves) 
12 November  1pm Senior Prizegiving  Maungakaramea Hall  
     + Junior Kapahaka @ Mangakahia 
13 November  Senior study leave commences 
16 November (Mon) NCEA exams commence (to 8 Dec) 
19-21 November     Duke of Edinburgh Hillary Award  Bronze  
    (New) Year 9/10 training 
19-20 November Y8 Camp - Auckland 
27 November            Teacher Only Day (NCEA implementation - @ TAS) 
4 December  Leavers’ Dinner 
10 December  Y 7-10 prizegiving and last day 
11 December  End of Term 0-6 Prizegiving 
10-18 December        DOE Silver qualifying Waikaremoana Tramp  
 

2021         
Tue 2 February  Year 11-13 & new Y9/10 
Wed 3 February  Whole school attends 
8 Feb ruary   Waitangi Day observed 
1-5 March    Y7 and Y12 Camps 
17-19 March  Y9 Camp 
2-6 April   Easter 
Fri 16 April   End of Term 1 
3 May   Start Term2 
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Please ‘Like’ our 

Facebook page or 

visit the school 

website for ongoing 

updates of school 

activities. 

http://www.tauraroa.school.nz


Chat with the principal 

Principal, Grant Burns, has time set aside to meet with anyone in our school community on Tuesday 

afternoons, 2:30 - 4:00pm. Please feel free to pop in or, if there is an issue requiring some prior research, 

let him know in advance. 

 

 

Kia ora Koutou, 

 

We have now reached the halfway point in our term and, in spite of the disruption 

and uncertainty brought about by the COVID19 lockdown, students and staff 

continue to give their best. The latest COVID update from the Ministry of Education 

is printed below. 

 

Next week, our Year 11-13 students will be taking their senior exams. It is most important that our 

students make a real effort to seize this opportunity for a number of reasons: 

 

1. Results provide great feedback to students and teachers, revealing strengths and gaps in 

learning 

2. In the event of students being unable to take end of year NCEA external exams, the results 

will inform derived grades 

3. They provide a ‘practice run’ for students to manage study leave, observe exam rules and 

refine exam techniques 

4. A thorough review of the year’s work to date will reinforce learning and memory 

Results count towards calculating academic prize winners 

  

Thirty of our Year 10 students will be attending the Hillary Outdoor Pursuits Centre in Turangi next 

week. I am very grateful for the work of our head of PE, Ray Petrie, in organising and leading this 

annual trip. 

 

Our postponed Open Day will go ahead on 10 September if we are in Alert Level 1. If we have not 

moved to Level 1 by this time, we will consider a further postponement. Please let your contacts 

know about this opportunity to learn what our school has to offer. 

 

This year our TAS  Creative concert will incorporate the stunning school ‘Wearable Art’ competition in 

what promises to be a spectacular night of entertainment at Forum North on 16 September. Like our 

Open Day, this is dependent upon COVID Alert Level 1 being in place. 

 

Ngā mihi nui 

 

 

Grant Burns 
Principal 



COVID Update 

Following the announcement from the Prime Minister on Monday, we will remain at Alert Level 2. 

 Just a reminder that while everyone is onsite at Alert Level 2, we must adhere to key health measures 

including: 

 

• Good hand hygiene and cough and sneeze etiquette 

• Staying away if sick 

• Keeping the appropriate physical distance from others 

• Cleaning and disinfecting our high touch surfaces daily 

• Use QR code posters at our entrances and encouraging all of our community to download 

the NZ COVID Tracer App and use it if they come onsite 

• Maintain our usual visitor register  

We know all these things will help to keep our community as safe as possible. Because of these 

measures, your child does not need to wear a face covering while at school. We will of course support 

them should they choose to do so. 

  

For those of you who might be finding things more difficult than usual, a reminder that there is a large 

range of support available for businesses and the community. We encourage you to go to the 

covid19.govt.nz for more information, or get in touch and we will help you to find the information and 

support you need. 

Cornerstone Value Term 3:  

Whakarongo / Obedience - defined as “compliance with rightful authority”. While the concept of 

obedience might seem somewhat old-fashioned or quaint, St Augustine's words, "The cost of obedi-

ence is small compared with the cost of disobedience"  are very relevant today. It is clear that NZ’s 

success in overcoming the threat of the COVID19 virus depends on widespread obedience to the rules 

in place. While robust, fact-based debate is important - and critical thinking encouraged - it is possi-

ble for a small act of disobedience to cause significant harm at this time. We need to recognise that 

there are times when we have to put our own convenience or cost to one side and act for the greater 

good. 

Open Day and Evening 10 September 

Students from contributing schools will be attending our annual 

open day to get a taste of what Tauraroa Area School has to 

offer at intermediate and secondary levels.  

From 5:30pm, students and their parents are invited to take a 

tour of school facilities, meet staff and senior students and 

have any questions about the school answered. We invite exist-

ing students and their parents to attend if they are considering 

their secondary school options for 2021. 

No matter what efforts are made to promote our school, by far 

the most important and effective means of attracting students 

is ‘word of mouth’. Please take the opportunity to let people 

know about our school whenever the opportunity arises.  



Congratulations, Sam Dutton (left), on receiving the 

Mick Parr Trophy at Swimming Northland Event.  

The trophy was awarded to Sam for not only 

competing but also giving outstanding service to 

Swimming Northland and club activities.   

Photo credit:  Dawn Dutton 

On Saturday Samantha was awarded the Grand Prior 

award by the Grand Chancellor Knight of St John, John 

Whitehead and the Governor General, Rt Hon Dame Patsy 

Reddy. 

The Grand Prior's Award, also called the Grand Prior 

award is the second highest award that a cadet in the St 

John Youth Programme can achieve after the Sovereign's 

Award. The Grand Prior's Award recognises a self-

motivated and capable young person's ongoing 

commitment, compassion, and support. It is recognised 

and awarded internationally by various branches of the 

programme. The Grand Prior's Award is recognised in 

many countries, including England and the 

Islands, Wales, Canada, Malaysia, New Zealand, 

and Australia. 

Pole vault               

* Ever thought you’d like to have a go?  

* Is it on your bucket list? 

* Fancy yourself as the next Eliza McCartney? 

 

Athletics Whangarei is having a ‘Come and try it’ Day 
Sunday 13th September 10am till 1pm  At the Athletics Track. 

(If raining we’ll be inside the Gymnasium) 
 

What you need…. 
A bit of Strength/ Fitness 
A brave “Can do” attitude 
Gym shoes/Trainers 

You must register your interest before the 13th September at  

lucyvandrews@xtra.co.nz  — stating your name and age. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fpole%2Bvault%2Bsilhouette&psig=AOvVaw2l5YrpTzR10bKJGW3XvdNq&ust=1597719011654000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDFlsydoesCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


NCEA Excellence 
Congratulations to the following senior students who have gained ‘Excellence’ results  

in recent NCEA assessments:  

 

Level 1 
Speeches        Drama     Science 

Jess Hill    Jorja Simpson   Natasha Bamforth 

Emma-Jane Matthews  Ryan Murray   Damien Guy 

Ryan Murray   Delphi Sturgess   Jess Hill 

Jorja Simpson        Vincent Metcalf 

Delphi Sturgess        Madoc Therklson 

Nikoline Jansen        Georgia Taylor 

Kyren Andrew        Will Visser 

Mark Yearbury-Murphy      Mark Yearbury-Murphy 

 

Level 2 

Speeches    Drama     Chemistry 

Victoria Atkinson   Victoria Atkinson    Natahlia Albert 

Violet Blomfield   Violet Blomfield     Samantha Atkinson 

Sam Buckwell   Hayden Burns    Violet Blomfield 

Hayden Burns   Darius Martin-Baker   Sam Buckwell 

Sam Dutton   Zoe Willem-Pritchard   Nicole Liew 

Darius Martin-Baker        Alana Morris Guthrie  

Alexandra Massey        Trinity Parker 

Alana Morris-Guthrie        Hannah Winters-Dodd 

Zoe Willem-Pritchard        

Hannah Winter-Dodd 

 

Level 3 

Speeches  

Paige Harrison  

Matthew Liggett  

Tamaragh Potter 

Angharad Yearbury-Murphy  

 
Drama 

Tamaragh Potter 

Brodie Williams 

Angaharad Yearbury-Murphy 

 

Biology 

Jatarla Absolum 

Dom Gresswell 

Paige Harrison 

Danielle Lunn 

Keeley Lunn 

Emily Mills  

Congratulations 
Michaela Nicie who 
is a former student 
of Tauraroa Area 
School and has 
graduated from 
Victoria University 
of Wellington - 
Bachelor of Arts 
with Honours 



Word of the Week: Obedient 
  
Amazed, I realised that my dog is not obedient. Annabelle Burchett Year 5/Room 6 
 
Hopefully, we stay in level one but we must be obedient to the rules to prevent us going into 
lockdown again. Will Visser Year 11 
 
Word of the Week:  Unity 
 
We must unite now to stop climate change and become a more sustainable planet.  Mark 
Yearbury-Murphy Year 11 
 
With racism being shot like bullets, we must be unified to save lives.  Laura Parry Year 7 
 
I united with my brother to buy a bar of chocolate. Annabell.B Year 5 
 
We have unity when playing go home stay home. Tenlee Room 6 Year 5 
 
All around the world people are coming together as a way to unite for the BLM movement.  
 
Word of the Week:  Zany 
 
When Thanos snapped his fingers everything turned zany.  Jackson Room 5 
 
The dog went zany when the postman knocked on the door. Scott Walker Year 7 
 
Elaina’s whacky, mismatched outfit matched her zany personality.  Paige Parker 7JMC 
 
Dedicated to entertaining; Taika Waiti's zany style of filmmaking, brings joy to many kiwis.  
Tamaragh Potter Year 13 
 
Why must my cat Sparkle be so very zany when it comes to him eating his food?  Toni Hall-
Buckley Year 9 
 
Word of the Week:  Horizon 
 
During my friend's flight, I took a photo of the beautiful horizon. Cailin Herbert 7PA 
 
Looking at the beautiful horizon at the beach, makes me smile. Sophie Mansell Rm5 
 
Sitting on my boat looking at the horizon felt cool. Aiden Rm6 
 
Waiting for the urge to rise above the horizon again, the sun lay sleeping under the blankets of 
clouds and sheets of rain. Sam Dutton Year 12 
 
Word of the Week:  Kerfuffle 
 
When Mr Herbert walked into the class he shouted, " Stop this kerfuffle!". Skylah 7PA 
 
When my whole family is at home, it is a big kerfuffle. Sophie Mansell Rm5 
 
What a kerfuffle of a day we had on Wednesday 12th of August. Toni Hall-Buckley 
 
Word of the Week:  Amazed 
 
Amazed I realised that my dog is not obedient. Annabelle. B Rm6 
 
Hopefully we stay in level 1 but we must be obedient to the rules to prevent us going into lock- 
down again. Will Visser Yr 11 
 
Interestingly enough, my friends became obedient once skittles were mentioned.  April 9CA 



 
COOK POSITION AVAILABLE 

Lupton House Boarding Hostel is located in the grounds of Whangarei Girls' High School and provides a home away from 
home for our residents. 

Food is a large part of the boarding experience so finding the right person to join our team is very important to us.  

You will: 
Have experience cooking for large groups  
Prepare and serve nutritious dinner and dessert to our girls. 
Bake/cook supper and prepare afternoon tea. 
Adhere to our food safety plan and cleaning schedule. 
Work with a happy and supportive team 
 
Days/hours of work are: 
Thursday  -10.45-6.45pm 
Friday  - 10.45-6.45pm 
Saturday  - 2-7pm  
Sunday  - 2-7pm 
This role is during School term time only with the possibility of holiday work at times. 

Other shifts available as relief for sickness. 

Must have or be willing to complete First Aid Certificate. 
Subject to police vet in accordance with the Vulnerable Children's Act. 
Please include a CV and contact details for 2 referees in your application 
  
Kelly Cameron 
Head of Boarding 
P: 09 437 7359                                                            Lupton House 
M: 021 640 377                                                           3 Lupton Avenue 
E: lupton.manager@wghs.school.nz                            Regent, Whangarei 0112 
 

For sale: 
2 x size 12 white polo shirts $10 each  
Phone  Alice 0274287583. 

2020 Project Pest Control 
Record numbers of students joined in 
Enviroschools Project Pest Control at 
Rayonier Matariki Forests in 
Glenbervie. NRC Crs Bain and Craw 
both spoke with course crews about 
the importance of their mahi to help 
save Northlands biodiversity. The 
rain fell down, but the troops carried 
on learning new skills and knowledge 
in pest trapping, biology and 

environmental impact. 

Fertile Chicken Eggs 
Same Breed or Cross 
SRD 
25-30  

 
Monster Garage Sale at Mangapai Hall 
Sunday October 18, 9am to 12 midday 
Bargains, produce, food, entertainment 
Book a stall $10, call Delphine 022 671 6143  
  
There is a opportunity for some money to be made 
running a kitchen/sausage sizzle.  
 

mailto:lupton.manager@wghs.school.nz


 TAS Wearable Art Competition 

This year our wearable art competition will be held 

 in conjunction with TAS Creative at Forum North 

 

  16 September 2020 

        7pm 

 

The theme is  " A blast from the past or a 

foray into the future"  

 

 Contact Mrs Guest for more information. 

Rental homes for School Families 
                                 Wanted!  
A Professional, Tauraroa Area  
School family are looking for a  
3 bedroom home for long-term  
Please.  Please contact Elaine or  
Andy in the school office  or  
09 4322643  
 
—————————————————————————————————————————- 
 
Also, am still looking for a 2 bedroom home in Maungakarame to rent, we have 1 dog 
and cat and would like some land to walk in if possible.  If anyone can help please call 
Alice on 0274287583. 

Sponsoring the DOE programme run through Tauraroa Area School. 




