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Tauraroa Area School
Newsletter 8 February 2019 Issue 1
Please be sure
all students
have adequate
sun protection
for outdoor
events.
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Our Cornerstone Values
focus for Term One is
Whai Tika / Duty. This is
defined at Tauraroa as
‘doing what is right; what
one ought to do’.

Please ‘Like’ our Facebook page or visit the
school website for ongoing updates of school
activities.
Please be sure your children have adequate
sun protection for outdoor events.

Upcoming Events: Amended 12 February

13 February
15 February
18 February
19 February

5:30pm Meet the Teacher / Hangi
Hospitality Academy Barista Course 1
Hospitality Academy Barista Course 2
Meningitis W Vaccinations Year 9-13
Senior Netball Trials
Board of Trustees Meeting 5:30pm
18-22 February
Year 7 Camp Rawhiti
21 February
NSS Swimming Selwyn Park Dargaville
22 February
TAS senior Athletics - Kensington
26 Feb - 1 March
Year 12 Camp Whangaruru
25 Feb—1 March
Year 13 Camp Tongariro National Park
26 Feb—1 March
Year 11 Camp Tangihua Lodge
1 March
Year 12 PE – Surfing – Five Fridays
12 March
Year 11 PE Glenbervie Adventure Forest
14 March
Nrth Secondary Schools Athletics
14-15 March
Duke of Ed—Gold Training Lane Cove
14 March
Hospitality Barista Skills Northtec
15 March
Hospitality Barista Skills Northtec
16 March (Saturday) Yr 11/12/13 Drama Auckl Pop up Globe
19-20 March
Year 11 PE Cape Brett Hike Group 1
21 March
Hospitality Barista Skills Northtec
21 March
RYDA Road Safety Programme
22 March
Hospitality Barista Skills Northtec
21 March
Year 7/8 World of Maths @ TAS
25-27 March
Year 5/6 Camp Manaia Baptist
28-30 March
Duke of Ed Bronze Camp Russel
2 April
Year 13 PE – One day test ride
2-3 April
Year 1/2 Camp Tangihua Lodge
4-5 April
Year 3/4 Camp Tangihua Lodge
10-12 April
Year 9 Camp Ruakaka
10-11 April
Te Tai Tokerau Kapa Haka Festival(WGHS)
12 April
End of Term 1 (19-23 April Easter)
13-18 April
Duke of Ed Gold Practice Journey
28 April – 1 May
Year 13 PE Timbertrail
29 April
Start of Term 2
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Message from the Principal
Nga mihi nui, kia koutou katoa,
I am enjoying working with teachers, support staff, parents and students
to get our 2019 school year underway. A warm welcome is extended to
our new students and their families. We are especially pleased to
welcome five students from Japan.
A powhiri on Monday morning was a poignant way of welcoming the 72
new students and staff who have joined our school. A representation
from Kaitaia’s Abundant Life School participated in handing Mr Ross McCartney to us.
Our senior students have again achieved outstandingly well in NCEA exams. Of the
students who attempted NCEA, 84.3 % of Level 1, 97.9% of Level 2 and 75% of Level 3
candidates achieved the qualification. Maori success rates were 81% Level 1, 100% Level
2 and 80% Level 3.
Special congratulations to these young people who gained prestigious ‘Excellence’
endorsements:
Level One: Tamaragh Potter, Stacey Matthews, Matthew Liggett, Keeley Lunn, Danielle
Lunn, Emily Mills, Paige Harrison, Ethan Walton-Jones.
Level Two: Nathan Ryken, Chiquela Blomfield, Emma Weir, Cassandra de Weyer, Sean
Chaplin
Level Three: Megan Burns, Rheanna Bettin, Leah Gunson, Katelyn Mills
Staff Changes
We welcome the following teachers to the school:
 Ross McCartney (Deputy Principal and Mathematics)
 Naomi Foot (Secondary English and Social Studies)
 Gayle Perry (Secondary Health and Physical Education)
 Pauline Cant (Year 8 homeroom)
 Leon van Rooyen (full time Workshop Technology)
 Gillian Hook (long term relieving Science and Chemistry)
A number of staff have had changes of duties and responsibilities for 2019:
 Natalie Hydes - Dean of Year 9 and 10
 Julie Chaplin - Dean of Year 13 and Careers teacher
We wish JK Hill well as he takes sabbatical and refreshment leave in Terms 1 and 2.
We were sorry to lose Mr Chris Townshend who has accepted a Science teaching position
at Bream Bay College. I am grateful that Gillian Hook is available to take his classes until a
replacement teacher is found and Keith Cave has assumed leadership of our Duke of
Edinburgh Hillary Award Scheme programme.
I am looking forward to continuing my work as the leader of our Community of Learning /
Kahui Ako. This role involves working with eleven other schools in our district towards
developing agreed achievement challenges and goals for our learners. Allison Rangi serves
as my Associate Principal, covering my responsibilities during my time away from school.
Our Hangi on 13 February will provide an opportunity for parents to meet their children’s
teachers. This event is free of charge but does depend upon donations of food and labour
to proceed. Non-perishable items (eg kumara, potatoes, pumpkin, flour) may be brought
to the front office any time before 12 February. Please contact Matua Paul (Mepham) to
offer donations of labour or meat. All students and their whanau are welcome.
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Our Cornerstone Values focus for Term One is Whai Tika / Duty. This is defined at Tauraroa
as ‘doing what is right; what one ought to do’. Of course, this may sometimes be contrary
to what is easy or popular, but we know that acting from a base of sound values,
consideration for others, ‘big picture’ understanding and, at times, courage, is necessary
to build future success and dependable character. We encourage our school whanau to look
for ways to reinforce this at home.
The Board of Trustees and staff are aware of the high cost of schooling. Every effort is
made to keep costs down while keeping the resources needed for outstanding learning
opportunities available to all students. Consequently, we do not expect annual school
donations. Anyone who is struggling to meet school expenses is asked to contact our
Finance Officer, Anna Leaman, to arrange regular automatic payments or other
options. We do not want to see finance be an obstacle to any student fully taking up
curriculum-based activities.
Our School Charter sets out our priorities and goals. A copy of the draft 2019 is available at
the school office or via our website. Your comments are very welcome and will contribute
to the Board of Trustees discussion and adoption of the Charter at its 19 February meeting.
This year we will be continuing our commitment to raising Maori achievement and
focussing on writing skills across all year levels and learning areas.
Heoi ano,
Grant Burns
Principal

Mark your calendar!
When: Wednesday, 13 February 2019, 5:30pm
Where: Taurararoa Area School
Why: Meet the teachers
Who: All students and whanau are welcome
Our Hangi will provide an opportunity for parents to meet their children’s teachers.
This event is free of charge but does depend upon donations of food and labour to
proceed. Non-perishable items (eg kumara, potatoes, pumpkin, flour) may be brought to the
front office any time before 12 February. Please contact Matua Paul (Mepham) to offer
donations of labour or meat.
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Congratulations to these young people who gained prestigious ‘Excellence’
endorsements:
Level One: Tamaragh Potter, Stacey Matthews, Matthew Liggett, Keeley
Lunn, Danielle Lunn, Emily Mills, Paige Harrison, Ethan Walton-Jones (not
available for photo)
Level Two: Nathan Ryken, Chiquela Blomfield, Emma Weir, Cassandra de
Weyer, Sean Chaplin
Level Three: Megan Burns, Rheanna Bettin, Leah Gunson, Katelyn Mills (not
available for photo.

5

Music News: It is time for students to sign up again if
they wish to learn a musical instrument at school.
Instruments available are clarinet, flute, saxophone,
trombone, trumpet, voice, drums, bass and guitar. There
are a couple of changes to our programme this year.
Firstly we are restricting entry to Y5 and older.
Exceptions will be made for Y3 students that were
already taking lessons at school in 2018. Also we will no
longer be renting brass or woodwind instruments for
students to take home until they have made good
progress under our supervision at school. Beginner
students on these instruments will be required to attend two half hour sessions during
class time (one with their instrumental teacher and one as part of a beginner band) and
a short lunchtime practice taken by a senior student. Forms to sign up for lessons can be
obtained from the front office. Lessons will start in week 3 (11th Feb). Piano lessons are
available after school at TAS, but they are not covered by our itinerant scheme, so they
will cost you. If you are interested please email the piano teacher directly seanscanlen@gmail.com. Any other queries please contact me
at derek.hopper@tauraroa.school.nz

Northland community Meningococcal W vaccination programme
19 Febuary 2019
The free vaccination programme will be available to Tauraroa Area School, Year 9—13
students who were not able to have this done at WGHS in December. The NDHB will be
sending permission forms home with your children.

Year 0-6

Year 7-13

Year 7-13

Year 7-13

Uniform and Stationery
Thank you for ensuring your students are coming to school in correct uniform and equipped with the
right stationery. Details are available on the school website.
Workbooks and second-hand uniforms are available for sale from the front office.
Workbooks and second-hand uniforms
We ask that workbooks are purchased promptly to enable our learning and teaching programmes to
get underway. These items need to be paid for prior to use. Savings made by the school’s bulk
purchase of these books are being passed on to families.
We have uniform-compliant black sneakers available from the front office at a cost of $5 pair.
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This is a summary of the camps for 2019. You may wish to set up an automatic payment
which would help spread the cost of the camp. At $10 a week the camp will be covered by
the due date. Please note that these are approximate costs and may vary according to
numbers.
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year

1/2
3/4
5/6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

2-3 April
4-5 April
25-27 March
18– 22 February
September
10-12 April
September
26 February—1 March
25 February – 1 March
26 February – 1 March

Tangihua Lodge
Tangihua Lodge
Manaia Baptist Camp
Rawhiti Bay of Islands
Auckland
Ruakaka
Hillary Outdoors Education Centre
Tangihua
Whangaruru Beach Front Camp
Tongariro

$80.00
$90.00
$200.00
$70 plus food
$900.00
$130.00
$160.00
$290.00

Student Accounts and records
The School office holds an account of the items that you have agreed to, under your child’s
name. This will include camps, trips, workbooks etc. You will receive regular statements of
this account to keep you informed of payments required. Please keep this account current.
Our school does not ask for donations. We do ask that you cover the cost of any school
workbooks and consumable materials that are provided and activities that you have agreed
to your child taking part in. Your payment options:





transfer directly Tauraroa Area School Board of Trustees Bank account:
ASB 12 3115 0012400 000,bank card (credit cards not accepted) at the school office
cash in a clearly marked envelope
Weekly automatic payments of an appropriate amount will quickly clear any
debt.

We have a responsibility to accurately record absences and the reason for an absence.
Please remember to phone or email us if your child is absent from school.
It is important to keep your contact details up to date please. If you have had any changes
to your contact details, please let us know immediately.
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Parent/Caregiver Portal on Edge
The TAS student management system is called MUSAC Edge. We have opened the parent and
caregiver portal, which gives you access to contact, assessment and attendance information,
timetables, accounts and, in the future, payments and school reports.
The link for the portal will be placed on the TAS website. It is https://parent.musac.school.nz/
There are some important points to note regarding signing in.
· The email address we have listed in the system for you is the login email.
· If that email address is also the one you use for Google+, Facebook, Yahoo

or Windows Live then you can click on the appropriate icon and be guided through using
that application sign-in for Edge.
· If not then you will need to enter your email address and click the “I don’t know my
edge password” link. Edge will email you with instructions about setting up a password.
Please contact the front office if you want to check or change the email address we have on our
records for you.

Word of the week
Every week, the English Department invites all of the students to participate in a challenge to
write the best sentence for the word of the week. One sentence only, please, and the student's
full name and class printed clearly on the entry.
Helen Tor HoD English

It is important that any medical conditions that your child may have
is available on their student records. This information is
confidential but is important should your child feel unwell or require
our attention.

LIBRARY BOOKS
Please return ALL library books as we need to complete our stock-take before the 20th February.

All returns up to that date will receive sweet rewards
We just need to zap them - you can take them back if you want
Jamie Dowson—Swimming
The trophy for the Year 7/8 Swimming Champion 2018 was incorrectly presented
and should have gone to Jamie Dowson. Apologies to Jamie and his family.
Congratulations to Sunniva Hunt who claimed gold in the under-13 age division, beach
sprint and the female beach flags events at the Northern Region surf lifesaving junior
championships at Omaha Beach on the weekend.
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Panui no Kia Piri
Tena koutou katoa
Nga mihi mahana ki a koutou katoa mo tenei tau hou.
Welcome back to school for this New Year. There are two important things happening
this term aside from work in the classroom, for our Maori students.
First, we have the meet the teacher Hangi next Wednesday 13 February/Hui-Tanguru at
5.30 pm. Our year 11 and 12 students in particular will be helping out with this above
ground version. If you would like to manaaki us as we do this work please get in touch
with Matua Paul. We are especially on the lookout for a fry bread maker. If you think
you could help with this please email the below address.

Secondly, It is exciting to announce that our school Kapahaka Ropu will be performing
at the Tai Tokerau Kapahaka Festival this year. This year the event is happening on
10 and 11 April/ Paengawhawha 2019 at Whangarei Girls High School.
If you would like to become involved with this, please contact Matua Paul. Your tautoko
throughout the term and at the event is the most important thing for us as we prepare
and then perform. Any assistance you could provide will be very welcome. It will be a
great thing to be involved with.
Finally, please if you have any questions, comments or contributions to offer about anything to do with the teaching of Te Reo or Kapahaka, email Matua Paul on
paul.mepham@tauraroa.school.nz
Nga mihi nui hoki ki a koutou katoa.
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Waka Toa
Tuesday 5 February
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Community News
Rental house wanted
We are a local family of 9 seeking a 4 or more bedroom house in the Mangapai,
Maungakaramea area. (We really want to stay in this area as my children don’t want to
leave Tauraroa Area School)
Excellent references. We have been in our current rental for 6 half years. The only reason
we are leaving is because owner is selling.
Please contact Rita 0275143863

Whangarei Young Mariners
Girls Adventure Group
8 – 19 years
The girls at YM go sailing, canoeing, rowing, camping, swimming, shooting, rigging, knots,
& badgework.
They meet Mondays, Riverside Drive beside the skate park, 6pm to 8pm and 6pm to 7:30pm
for Juniors (8 to 11 years).
To get in touch, phone Jill (09) 438 6839

Speech & Drama Academy
We are taking enrollments for Speech & Drama classes for ages 7-16. Come discover your
people and performance prowess! Public Speaking, poetry, pantomime & applause, plus more!
Please go to https://enrolmy.com/making-a-scene for more info.

Our mailing address is: Making a Scene Drama and Voice Academy
PO Box 118
Ruakaka
Whangarei 0151
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