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Tauraroa Area School
Newsletter 18 March 2019 Issue 3
Please be sure
all students
have adequate
sun protection
for outdoor
events.

Please ‘Like’ our Facebook page or visit the school
website for ongoing updates of school activities.
Please be sure your children have adequate sun
protection for outdoor events.
Coming Events:

Inside this issue:

19 March

World Vision student leadership day (AP + 5)

20 March

Whangarei Primary Swim Champs Year 4-8 (WIS)

20 March

Year 12PE Adventure Forest

21 March

Year 7/8 World of Maths @ TAS

21 March

Year 12 RYDA driver instruction

1.

Coming events

22 March

Year 10 Careers roadshow @ BBC (morning)

2.

Principal’s message

22 March

NASA Volleyball (Girls)

3.

Paid Union Meeting

25-27 March Year 5-6 Camp - Whangarei Heads

International news

26-27 March Year 11 Cape Brett tramp(Gr 2)

4.

Word of the week

28 March

5.

Learning in Action

28-30 March Duke of Edinburgh (Bronze) training, Russell

Achievements outside
of school
6.

Relay for life

7.

Message from NDHN
School cleaners wanted

8.

PTA Fundraisers

9.

BOT Elections

11.

Student Information

13.

Music News
Uniforms

14.

Community News

Our Cornerstone Values
focus for Term One is
Whai Tika / Duty. This is
defined at Tauraroa as
‘doing what is right; what
one ought to do’.

NZEI/PPTA Paid union meeting 1:00pm

29 March

L2 Service Skills (Int.Tourism College)

2-5 April

Year 0-4 camps @ Tangihua Lodge

9 April

Year 1-8 Student Led Conf. 1:30-6:30pm

10 April

5:30pm TAS performance at Tai Tokerau
Kapahaka festival (WGHS)
PTA Movie Fundraiser “Five feet apart” 6-9pm

10-12 April

Year 9 Camp Ruakaka

12 April

End of Term 1

13-18 April

Duke of Edinburgh (Gold) Tongariro National Park

28 Apr-1 May Year 13 PE - cycle Timber Trail
29 April

Start of Term 2

6-7 May

Year 12 PE Matakana

8 May

Y9-13 Student Led Conferences

13 May

Board of Trustees business meeting

13-16 May

Northland Area Schools Sports Kensington

31—3 June

Mid-Term Break

7 June

Board of Trustees election closes

17 June

Board of Trustees business meeting

28 - 30 June Concert Band Music Camp - Whangarei Heads
5 July

End of Term 2

22 July

Start of Term 3

5 August

Board of Trustees business meeting

2-6 Sept

Senior Exams

12-15 Sept

DOE Bronze Kaimai Tramping
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From the principal’s desk:

13 March 2019
From the principal’s desk:

Nga mihi nui, kia koutou katoa,
Along with teachers from 42 other Whangarei schools, our staff recently attended
the launch of the combined Community of Learning / Kahui Ako Hub. This initiative
combines the efforts of local schools to raise student achievement, with a
particular focus on student wellbeing. A fundamental aspect of student wellbeing is
attendance at school. There is a clear link between student achievement and
attendance. When a student is absent from school, progress is slowed, motivation
is lessened and teaching programmes are interrupted (impacting on the whole
class). Except for illness and significant family events, we expect to see our
students at school on time, every day. Building positive habits for life beyond
school is important for all of our students - the proven ability to meet attendance
obligations is one of the basics of being employable. Sadly, too many Northland
students are absent from school everyday.
Room 6 teacher, Mr James Barrett, has resigned from his position at TAS, following
two-and-a-half years of service. I am very grateful for the many contributions
Matua James has made to the school, both in the primary and as an advocate for
Maori across the wider school. I wish him all the very best for his future. I am very
pleased to announce that Room 6 will be taught by Mrs Selma Owbridge for the
remainder of the year.
Student-led conferences will be held at school (1:30-6:30pm) for Year 1 to 8
students on 9 April. Online booking will be available shortly. The Student-led
conferences for Year 9—13 will be held on 8 May. We encourage parents of all
students to take this chance to meet with teachers.
I encourage everyone to support our Kapahaka group performing at the Tai
Tokerau festival at 5:30pm on 10 April at Whangarei Girls High School. I know the
group is working really hard under the guidance of Paul Mepham to prepare for this
important event.

Heoi ano,
Grant Burns
Principal
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Please note that this
meeting has been
cancelled. School will
operate as normal on
Thursday 28 March.

International News
We are looking for a very special home-stay for a 10 year old boy from
Thailand. He will be accompanied by his mother for the first two months.
We are looking for a host family that can provide accommodation for both
Mum & child, then the boy on his own. Duration of stay is likely to be at
least six months, beginning in April.
If you think you can offer a warm, caring
environment, 3 meals a day, a private bedroom
(mum & son can share), and are willing to take
on the mothering of a young boy, we would LOVE
to hear from you!
Please contact Janine via
email: international@tauraroa.school.nz or
telephone the school.
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Flexible:
Junior, Yr 6 - “My sister is flexible but I’m as flexible as a board.”
Jessica Atkinson
Intermediate, Yr 7 - “I watch my sister in envy as she does all of her flexible moves.” Ava Dainty
Yr 8 - “If my friend needs me, my schedule is very flexible.” Jade Buchanan
Senior, Yr 13 - “I had to be flexible and write the word of the week against my will.” Keely McCollum
Fluent:
Junior, Rm 5 - “I can read fluently, but when it comes to spelling count me out.” Jessica Atkinson
Intermediate, Yr 8 - “As I drifted slowly across the seemingly infinite pool of clear glass like water; I
thought to myself ‘will this forever lasting chatter of fluent chuckling ever cease?’” Jessica
Yr 7 - “Shakespeare’s words came fluently out of the young man’s voice, with a magical effect.”
Phoebe Sephton
Rm 20 - “Sarcasm is a language I’m fluent in.” Charlotte Atkinson
Exercise:
Intermediate, Yr 8 - “I do exercise with my dad every day of the week.” Deegan Smith
Yr 9 - “Mum said go outside and get some exercise; I thought she said extra fries.” Macayla Wilson
“My sister does exercise at Crossfit because she thinks that it’s amazing and good for her, and I
agree.” Pryce
Obsolete:
Junior, Rm 5 - “My mum is so obsolete as she does not know how to use her phone.” Kate Hunter
Rm 5 - “My mum’s dress was obsolete because she can’t fit it anymore.” Flynn Redfern
Intermediate, Yr 7 - “The milk and cookies are obsolete so Santa can’t have his midnight snack.” Tyrone
Yr 8 - “I used to eat pineapple lumps a lot but they are obsolete.” Deegan Smith
Senior, Yr 13 - “The obese object obscured my obscene observation; rendering it obsolete.” Kauri Parker

Sponsoring the DOE programme run through Tauraroa Area School.
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Learning in action!
Year 13 Geography students on Tongariro Alpine Track.
This is the subject for their contemporary issue assessment.
Sue Howes - HOD Social Sciences

Photo credit Chris Jenkins

Sam Dutton has had a successful swimming week at 2019 NZ Division II Competition held in
Dunedin. Sam won gold in the 100m breast. She will join 650 of NZ’s best age group swimmers in
Wellington in April for 5 days of intense competition.

Samantha Tinsel has been chosen as St John Youth District Cadet of the Year. She will represent
Northland at youth forums, workshops, courses and Regional Cadet of the year
interviews. Congratulations Samantha.

1st place sprints at National Surf Lifesaving Competition!!
Congratulations Sunniva Hunt and coach Connor Guest
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The ‘TAS Staff and Parents’ team is now active on the Relay for Life registration
page. To join the team simply go to: http://northland.relayforlife.org.nz/ select
register, enter your email details and then join an existing team. You should then
be able to search for our team. Look forward to seeing as many of you there as
possible.
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Message from the Northland DHB Public Health Unit.
With 28 cases of measles in Canterbury, and two new cases in Auckland, now is the perfect time to
make sure your child is up to date with their immunisations against measles.

Two doses of the MMR vaccine are needed for maximum protection. If you are not sure if your child
is fully immunised, check in your Well Child book, or talk to the Practice Nurse at your usual
General Practice.
If your child is unimmunised, or has received only one dose of MMR, they are at higher risk of
contracting measles.
Unimmunised children who are even only exposed to measles could face up to two weeks off school
while they wait to see if measles develops, causing enormous disruption in families.
Those who actually contract measles fare worse, as measles is a very unpleasant illness.
Make sure your child has had two MMRs. We suspect cases in Northland soon, so please don’t
delay.
You can find more information on our website – www.northlanddhb.org.nz

Dr. Simon Baker
BM, DipPaeds, DipObs, Dip Family Planning, MRCGP, MPH, FNZCPHM
Locum Medical Officer of Health

We are seeking reliable cleaners to join our team at Tauraroa
Area School.
Are you reliable and trustworthy? You will be working
unsupervised in a security conscious environment.
What we will offer you!

Flexible hours – Monday to Friday between 3 and
6pm

A competitive pay rate, will be paid fortnightly

If you want to be part of this team, please apply now
Enquiries and applications via the school office
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https://www.facebook.com/events/2288497548105819/

School Playground upgrade –
Nature Play NZ
Stage 1 of our Playscape playground for the junior
area will start during the April school holidays. We
would like to reduce the cost as much as possible
through sponsorship, donations and your DIY skills.

lots of builder’s mix (need 7.5m3 of concrete)

concrete mixer

3-5 tonne digger/excavator for a 2-week
period

6 m3 of drainage metal GAP 40 or scoria

30m3 of sand

5 tonne tip truck for 5 days

Macrocarpa 500-700mm diameter OR old
North

power poles

labour
If you are able to assist in any way, please email
general@tauraroa.school.nz or phone 4322643.
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Board of Trustees triennial election
Welcome to 2019 – the year of the Board of Trustees triennial election. We want to
encourage parent and whanau participation on school boards in order to help shape
and support the education of their children. Please do not hesitate to ask about the
role of the board and how you can become involved.
NZSTA are rolling out the Kōrari Programme for any community member interested
in the boards role or in finding out more about standing for the school board
elections and having a say in the education of children in their community.
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Board News Feb 2019







BOT Officers were elected for the new school year.
Rachel Mason accepted the Chair role and Susan Karels Deputy chair.
2019 Strategic and Annual Plan for 2019-21 was ratified.
2018 Annual report deferred to our March business meeting as more data is
collated on student achievement.
Great to see our NCEA students gaining high levels of Merit and Excellence
Endorsements.
Board elections are coming up in June. We are already preparing for this and
there will be a number of vacancies on the board.

NZSTA (New Zealand School Trustees Association) is providing information events
for those who are interested in becoming a trustee.
Follow the link https://www.nzsta.org.nz/assets/Information-for-parents/Korariprogramme-form-Interactive-090119.pdf
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This is a summary of the camps for 2019. You may wish to set up an automatic payment
which would help spread the cost of the camp. At $10 a week the camp will be covered by
the due date. Please note that these are approximate costs and may vary according to
numbers.
Year 1/2
2-3 April
Tangihua Lodge
Year 3/4
4-5 April
Tangihua Lodge
Year 5/6
25-27 March
Manaia Baptist Camp
$80.00
Year 8
September
Auckland
$200.00
Year 9
10-12 April
Ruakaka
$70 plus food
Year 10
September
Hillary Outdoors Education Centre
$900.00
School Camps
Our students have experienced outstanding learning opportunities at our school camps this year. Many thanks to the
teachers and parents who have taken time away from home to make these such a success. To date, Year 13 students
have attended a camp at the Tongariro National Park; Year 12 had a great time (and earned First Aid qualifications) at
Whangaruru; Year 11 stayed closer to home and enjoyed the environment and facilities at Tangihua Lodge; Year 7
visited Rawhiti (near Russell). Our camps are a feature of our school, giving our students opportunities that are not
available in all schools.
Before the end of term, Years 0-6 and 9 will have their camps, with additional outdoor experiences available to our
senior Physical Education and Duke of Edinburgh Hillary Award Scheme students. Again, these opportunities are
only available due to the hard work, skill and goodwill of our teachers.

Student Accounts and records
The School office holds an account of the items that you have agreed to, under your child’s
name. This will include camps, trips, workbooks etc. You will receive regular statements of
this account to keep you informed of payments required. Please keep this account current.
Our school does not ask for donations. We do ask that you cover the cost of any school
workbooks and consumable materials that are provided and activities that you have agreed
to your child taking part in. Your payment options:





transfer directly Tauraroa Area School Board of Trustees Bank account:
ASB 12 3115 0012400 000,bank card (credit cards not accepted) at the school office
cash in a clearly marked envelope
Weekly automatic payments of an appropriate amount will quickly clear any
debt.

We have a responsibility to accurately record absences and the reason for an absence.
Please remember to phone or email us if your child is absent from school.
It is important to keep your contact details up to date please. If you have had any changes
to your contact details, please let us know immediately.
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Parent/Caregiver Portal on Edge
The TAS student management system is called MUSAC Edge. We have opened the parent and
caregiver portal, which gives you access to contact, assessment and attendance information,
timetables, accounts and, in the future, payments and school reports.
The link for the portal will be placed on the TAS website. It is https://parent.musac.school.nz/
There are some important points to note regarding signing in.
· The email address we have listed in the system for you is the login email.
· If that email address is also the one you use for Google+, Facebook, Yahoo

or Windows Live then you can click on the appropriate icon and be guided through using
that application sign-in for Edge.
· If not then you will need to enter your email address and click the “I don’t know my
edge password” link. Edge will email you with instructions about setting up a password.
Please contact the front office if you want to check or change the email address we have on our
records for you.

It is important that any medical conditions that your child may have
is available on their student records. This information is
confidential but is important should your child feel unwell or require
our attention.
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Music News. Itinerant music lessons are well underway at
school and most instruments have a full compliment of
students enrolled. Remember that, except for singing and
piano, there is a minimum age of Y5 for access to the
lessons unless a student was enrolled for lessons in Y3 last
year. Also, most beginners will not be eligible to bring an
instrument home to practice for a term or two, until they
have demonstrated progress attending lessons and tutorial
sessions at school.
This year we welcome a new guitar teacher, Rob Galley, who is a very experienced professional
studio musician who has performed on over 200 recordings during his career. Our school choir,
concert band and jazz bands are well underway with their rehearsals. Please remind students that
their consistent attendance at practices is very important. If they cannot make it a rehearsal,
they need to give an apology to the group leader.
Emily Winters-Dodd has passed her Trinity College Grade 3 piano exam with Merit. Good job
Emily!

Year 0-6

Year 7-13

Year 7-13

Year 7-13

Uniform and Stationery
Thank you for ensuring your students are coming to school in correct uniform and equipped with the
right stationery. Details are available on the school website.
Workbooks and second-hand uniforms are available for sale from the front office.
Workbooks and second-hand uniforms
We ask that workbooks are purchased promptly to enable our learning and teaching programmes to
get underway. These items need to be paid for prior to use. Savings made by the school’s bulk
purchase of these books are being passed on to families.

We have uniform-compliant black sneakers available from the front office at a cost of $5 pair.
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Tents N Style Northland

Our local business is committed to give our clients a stress and hassle free yet memorable
celebration for their loved ones. We provide a themed slumber party for children at their own home.
Full setup and collection is included on our packages.
Contact Celyn @ Tents N Style Northland Email: tentsnstylenorthland@gmail.com
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