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11 March 2022

Phone: 432-2643

Please ‘Like’ our Facebook page or visit the school website for
ongoing updates of school activities.

Calendar 2022
Please note the upcoming teacher only days on 13 May and 22 August
14 March
17 March
21 March
21 March
22 March
22 March
29/30 March
30 March
30 March
7 April
11 April
12/13 April
14 April
14-20 April
2 May
3 May
5-7 May
10/11 May
16 May
13 May
20 May
6 June
20 June
24 June
8 July
9 July
8-12 July
25 July
15 Aug
22 Aug
12 Sept
30 Sept
17 Oct
24 Oct
31 Oct
9-11 Nov
21 Nov
5 Dec
9-14 Dec
9 Dec

Y12 PE Kayak Oakleigh to Limestone Is
Y11 PE MTB Waitangi MTB Park
5:30pm Board of Trustees meeting
Kathryn Burkett presentations (7pm) (Zoom)
Y12 Service Skills Day 1 (at TAS)
Y5-6 Cricket Festival (Kensington Park)
Y12 Hospitality Barista Course (Northtec)
Y13 Tourism Paihia Parasailing
NSSSA Year 9-13 Golf / Croquet
RYDA - Rotary Youth Driver Awareness Workshop
Y12 Service Skills Day 2
Learner Licence Preparation Course
End of Term 1
DOE Gold qualifier expedition (TBC)
Start of Term 2
Y7/8 Epro8 Interschool Competition
Duke of Edinburgh Award silver training: Lane Cove
L3 Tourism Flight Attendant Service/Skills course
5:30pm Board of Trustees meeting
Teacher only day
Pink shirt day (anti bullying)
Queen’s Birthday
5:30pm Board of Trustees meeting
Matariki holiday
End of Term 2
School ball (Y11-13)
DOE Waitakere Ranges silver practice
Start of Term 3
5:30pm Board of Trustees meeting
Teacher Only Day
5:30pm Board of Trustees meeting
End of Term 3
Start of Term 4
Labour Day
5:30pm Board of Trustees meeting
Y4-6 camp Mangawhai
Teacher Only Day (date to be confirmed)
5:30pm Board of Trustees meeting
DOE gold qualifier expeditions Lake Waikaremoana
Prize giving ceremonies.
End of Term 4
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From the Principal’s Desk

Ki ngā tangata katoa o to tatou whanui, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa:
To all the people of our school community, greetings.
The COVID-19 pandemic is proving challenging to manage at school and is affecting the lives of
many of our school whānau. At the time of writing, we have been notified of 20 positive cases
spread across school year levels. Safety measures we have taken (for example: self-isolating,
extra cleaning, mask wearing, good ventilation, avoiding large gatherings, good personal
hygiene) have thus far prevented a widespread outbreak, but we know how virulent the Omicron
variant is and how quickly affected numbers could grow.
We are assessing the viability of keeping school open on a day-to-day basis. It is possible that
we will have to close the school and move to remote classes at very short notice. The safety of
our students and staff is paramount.
Note: all Northland Secondary School Sports Assn events have been suspended until 25 March.
What to do if a student is unable to come to school:
Some parents are choosing to keep their children at home, often self-isolating due to contact
with a diagnosed COVID-19 patient outside of school. Others are keeping children home as a
precaution. Please let the school know if your child is absent from school as early in the
day as possible. If students are away from school and are physically well enough to engage in
school learning activities, we ask that parents support this work.
Please email your child’s teacher (Years 1-8) or Dean (Y9-13) if your child or young person does
not know how to access work online or if a Chromebook or other resources are required. (Note Chromebooks depend on an internet connection to function.)
Year
Year
Year
Year
Year

0-8 teacher emails follow this pattern: firstname.lastname@tauraroa.school.nz
9/10 Dean - Natalie.hydes@tauraroa.school.nz
11 Dean - Ray.Petrie@tauraroa.school.nz
12 Dean - Christine.Allan@tauraroa.school.nz
13 Dean - Julie.Chaplin@tauraroa.school.nz

In the junior school, work will often be set via SeeSaw and in the Senior school this will usually
be via Google Classroom. While most of the work will be online, students are also being
supplied with appropriate workbooks free of charge. We will do our best to equip students with
Chromebooks (laptop computers without internal memory) - although this can be a challenge as
we need to maintain our school stock for classroom use.
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Other news
Interested parents and caregivers are encouraged to log into Kathryn Berkett's online
presentation on raising resilient children: what we can do as parents and community to help.
Kathryn is an internationally recognised author and speaker on youth mental health.
This is the link Further information is included in this newsletter. This has been arranged
through our Kahui Ako (Community of Learning) on Monday 21 March from 7:00pm
Science Box volunteers
Science boxes are transforming the way that science is taught in 40 schools in our wider district.
Each box provides a series of lessons on a specific topic, with all the necessary resources
supplied. Science boxes are provided through the House of Science, a registered charity.
Volunteers are needed to assist with the delivery of boxes (costs are reimbursed) and the
replenishment of the resources after each school use. Distribution is based at TAS. Please
contact janine.burns@houseofscience.nz if you are interested in lending a hand.

Grant Burns
Principal

To Emma Johnstone (Year 12) who has had a number of
successes with her clay target shooting recently. After
dominating the Whatitiri and Kaikohe gun clubs’ C grade
competitions, she moved up to B grade, where she placed 2nd
overall at the Northland DTL competition in December. In
January, Emma won the North Island Junior Skeet
Championship title in Thames, scoring 23/25. Emma continued
her success, winning the Dargaville Club B grade in February
and the Whangarei Combined Gun Club Wagner Rosebowl for
Junior Skeet.
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Will Visser (Head student) received a book voucher from the Rotary Club of Whangarei South in
recognition of his winning a place at the Auckland University Science Summer School.
Unfortunately, the Auckland event was cancelled due to the COVID situation.

Tauraroa Area School Pre-Apprentice Trades (PAT) class has once again stepped up and
helped out locals - this time by building a new state of the art sandpit for the little students at Nga
Tau E Toru Te Kohanga Reo, Te Horo School, Pipiwai. The class provided all the materials and
labour, and over 4 separate day trips built the sandpit on site.
The 12 students are split into two groups - with one group going out into the community on
Thursdays and the other group on Fridays.
Mr Jeremy (JK) Hill - who is teacher i/c Trades Course, said that that the students on the course
really benefit from contributing to the community, and enjoy the opportunities offered. Already the
class have a number of potential hands-on projects planned for the year - building on the excellent
work started last year, by the school's initial Trades course.
The work done in the PAT course complements the work done in the Building and Construction
class, taught by Mr Leon Van Rooyen - whose students also assist with local community projects.
PAT class members who helped out on the sandpit project, watching their handiwork being put to
the test:
(L-R) Sunniva Hunt, Te Hani Freakley, Beau Bucknell, Cayle Kake, Jimbo Remnant, Hamiora
Carmichael, Sam Doughty
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Another Tradies
Project completed
at Purua School.
Last year’s tradies are
responsible for the
shed, and this year’s
built the two raised
gardens.
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Congratulations to these past students who have recently graduated from the
University of Auckland:
Molly

Alford

BE(Hons)

Chemical & Materials Engineering

Sarah

Budgen

BCom

Accounting Taxation

Amanda

Cartwright

BEd(Tchg)

Primary

Riana

Deetlefs

BA

English History

Janine

Groves

PGDipHSc

Advanced Nursing

Michael

Harrison

BEd(Tchg)

Huarahi Maori

Trent

Knox

BE(Hons)

Civil Engineering

Courtney

Martin

BSc

Physiology

Jamin

Martin

BSc

Physics

Evan

Maunder

BE(Hons)

Mechanical Engineering

Jessie

McClintock-Maihi

BEd(Tchg)

Primary

Sandra

Meyst

PGDipHSc

Advanced Nursing

Larissa

Simpkin

BEd(Tchg)

Primary

Jonathon

Wiseman

BCom

Information Systems Operations

Lucy

Xu

BSc

Physiology

www.tauraroa.school.nz
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