Tauraroa Area School
11
www.tauraroa.school.nz

23 June 2022

Phone: 432-2643

Please ‘Like’ our Facebook page or visit the school website for
ongoing updates of school activities.

Calendar 2022
24 June
27 June
28 June
28 June
29 June
29 June
30 June
1 July
3 July
4/5/6 July
4/5 July
5 July
6-8 July
7-10 July
8 July
8-12 July
9 July
12-15 July
25 July
1 Aug
03 Aug
04 Aug
5 Aug
5 Aug
11 Aug
11-12 Aug
14-17 Aug
15 Aug
16/17 Aug
22 Aug
26 Aug
27 Aug
27-30 Aug
29,30,31 Aug
4-9 Sept
12 Sept
14-16 Sept
30 Sept
17 Oct
24 Oct
31 Oct
7 Nov
9-11 Nov
21 Nov-2 Dec
5 Dec
5-8 Dec
9Dec
9 Dec

Matariki holiday
Northland Rugby Union Y5-6 Mixed Rippa tournament
Northland Year 7-13 Cross Country
Learning Support Unit visit to R Tucker Tompson
PRIDE Day (non-uniform)
Readers Cup Competition
Music Trip to local schools
Kapahaka visit to Waiotira School
Jazz band at Northern Jazz Society
Automobile Mobile Workshop at TAS
Y12/13 Forklift Course
Matariki celebrations
Y10/11 BP Challenge 10:00-2:00 pm @ TAS
Basketball development trip Rotorua
End of Term 2
Duke of Edinburgh Hillary Awards Waitakere Ranges silver
School ball
NZ Area Schools Tournament
Start of Term 3
Student Progress Conferences 1:30 - 6:30pm / NCEA
Information
Shooting Team to Dargaville
Open
and evening
‘Strike’Day
percussion
performance
Y11-13 Tough Guy/Gal Challenge
Te Manawa Tahi (Ministry of Education consultation at TAS)
Y12/13 Forklift Course
Y13 PE Timber Trail
Board of Trustees 5:30pm
Learner Licence Preparation Course
Teacher only day
Y7-13 Bay of Islands Mud Run
TAS Shooting Team to Whangarei
NZ Junior Secondary School National Basketball Tournament
Northtec Wheels & Tyres Course
Y10 Hillary Outdoors
Board of Trustees 5:30pm
Y12/13 Tourism trip
End of Term 3
Start of Term 4
Labour Day
Board of Trustees 5:30pm
NCEA commences (L3 Physics)
Y4-6 Camp
Teacher only day (exact date to be confirmed)
Board of Trustees 5:30pm
Cornerstone Values week (and camps)
Prize giving ceremonies.
End of Term 4

1|Page

In this issue:
Calendar:

P1

Principal’s Message:

P2

Covid-19:

P3

Student Absences:

P3

Property:

P3

Matariki:

P4

Hangi:

P5

Pride Day:

P5

Breakfast Club:

P5

Library:

P5

Congratulations:
P6/7
Music News:

P7

Business Challenge:

P7

Board Elections:

P8

Community Notices:

P9

From the Principal’s Desk

From the Principal

Ki ngā tangata katoa o to tatou whanui, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena
koutou katoa:
To all the people of our school community, greetings.
Our first Matariki public holiday this week has turned the country’s attention onto the status of
Te Ao Māori. On 5 July, we will be celebrating Matariki at school with a hāngī (free of charge)
and special activities for all students (donations of kai or money will be gratefully received.) The
significance and relevance of Te Tiriti o Waitangi is very much in focus as we implement the new
Aotearoa New Zealand Histories curriculum. This is a period of change and growth for us as a
school and a community, while acknowledging that new perspectives and learning can be
challenging when they conflict with long held ‘facts’ and beliefs.
Our students continue to excel in a wide range of endeavours, with significant recent successes
in basketball, shooting and the Young Enterprise Scheme. Academically, students are now
completing NCEA assessments, with a good number gaining ‘Excellence’ grades. These were
recognised at this week’s assembly with our traditional gold (Crunchie) bar awards.
Janine Moore has resigned from her part-time teaching position in Waka Teina (Years 0-2), after
serving the school in a variety of capacities for the past 18 years. I am very grateful for the
caring, capable and diligent contributions she has made to the school over this period. Selma
Owbridge has stepped into the vacant position for the remainder of the year.
Congratulations to Felicity Searle and Hollie Brotherhood on their recent graduations with
teaching qualifications.
Many of our classes are feeling the impact of high absenteeism, due to COVID and influenza. It
is important that students and staff stay home when unwell. I am very grateful for the way in
which our teachers are covering classes for each other and for our team of relievers. In such
circumstances, disruption is inevitable despite our best efforts.
Following clear feedback from our students, the decision has been taken to immediately allow
the wearing of black jackets (puffer or standard) to school for the winter months. The jackets
must not have prominent branding or other messages. As part of our efforts to reduce the
spread of viruses in the school, teachers are asked to ensure that classrooms are well ventilated
- this does mean we have to be well ‘rugged up’ to stay warm.
Please note that we will be holding student progress conferences and an NCEA information
session on 1 August (following the issuing of progress reports on 7 July). Online bookings will be
available shortly.
Huri ano te mihi kia koutou, no rēira tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa.

Grant Burns
Principal
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Covid 19
____________________
COVID is still alive and well in our community, now joined by seasonal influenza.
We continue to have students and staff affected directly by the virus or forced to
stay away from school due to the need to isolate. Under the ‘Orange’ response
level, we will continue to supply and promote the use of hand sanitizer and face
masks in school. (Note: masks are compulsory for all visitors to school and on
buses for those in Year 4 and over.)
Classroom ventilation, distancing, personal hygiene and staying home if sick is
still very important.
Please inform the school if your child contracts COVID. This allows us to update
our systems with the correct absence codes, track the spread of COVID in our
school community and notify the Ministry of Education of cases at our school.

Student Absences
____________________
Please contact the school by phone (09 432 2643) or email
(general@tauraroa.school.nz) if your child is going to be absent. If we discover
an unnotified absence, the primary caregiver of that student will be notified by
text message. Please respond to any messages received.
Students are asked to bring a signed note from a caregiver when they return to
school.
Staff are very happy to assist and support parents/caregivers who are struggling
with issues that may be hindering regular attendance. Please let us know if we
can help.

Property
____________________
A large number of significant building projects are in advanced planning stages.
We are entering a really exciting phase in our school’s journey as many millions
of dollars are invested in creating outstanding facilities for current and future
students. We welcome comment on the plans from members of our school
community. Please call into the school office or email
bev.mcvicker@tauraroa.school.nz if you would like to see the plans or arrange to
discuss any of the upcoming projects.
Work has now commenced on the upgrade of staff toilet facilities. Once this is
completed, the following projects will roll out over coming months. We are
hoping (and planning) for everything to be completed by the end of 2024
(although ongoing supply issues may impact this). In approximate order of start
dates our projects include:
3|Page

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Upgrade of senior toilets and lockers
Construction of caretakers’ pavilion, new entrance and car parking
(Tauraroa Rd entrance)
Construction of new school entrance, car parking, bus parking/loading
(Omana Rd entrance)
Demolition of Room 27
Construction of a new classroom block to house secondary English,
Mathematics and Sustainable Rural Development (horticulture). Relocation
of SRD gardens and potting sheds
Demolition of Rooms 10 - 14
Construction of a new classroom block to house the intermediate
department and secondary Social Sciences
Construction of a Whare Ako (near main entrance), engineering workshop
and food technology rooms
Demolition of Rooms 15-17; 22-24.
Development of enlarged intermediate quad area, installation of new
artificial turf.
Refurbishment of D1 to create a new (third) science laboratory,
renovation of art room

Matariki
By Tom Frost

____________________
What is Matariki? It is a special day on the New Zealand
calendar and it marks the start of the Maori new year.
Why is Matariki celebrated? Matariki is a time to reflect on the past year and the
year ahead of them and the Matariki cluster of stars reappearing in our night
sky. Matariki stars first rise in late June or early July, this marks the beginning of
the Maori new year. It's time to catch up with friends and family. Matariki is
about seven stars in the night sky. One of the most popular stories is that the
star Matariki is the whaea (mother), surrounded by her six daughters, Tupu-ānuku, Tupu-ā-rangi, Waipunarangi, Waitī and Waitā, and Ururangi. Matariki stars
signify REFLECTION, HOPE, CONNECTION TO THE LAND and the GATHERING OF
PEOPLE.

People often cook a hangi on Matariki with lamb or pork or shellfish they have
gathered. They also put kumara and kamokamo and puha and herbs they have
found in the bush to share with other people and spend time telling stories and
reflecting on the year.

4|Page

Hāngī
____________________
We will be celebrating Matariki with a free hāngī on Tuesday, 5 July. To help
us meet the significant cost of this, we would welcome donations / koha of kai
suitable for hāngī (potatoes, kumara, carrots, cabbage, etc) or money by Friday,
1 July. Any donations of meat (chicken pieces, pork, mutton, etc) would have to
be delivered to school on the day - but please let us know that it’s coming!
A number of activities to celebrate Matariki have been planned by our student
council.

Wednesday 29 June – Pride
Non-Uniform Day
____________________
Donations to Rainbow Youth and TAS Breakfast Club.

Breakfast Club
____________________
Monday - Thursday- porridge and milo as well as the usual cereal.
Friday - Toast and milo
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN CLEAN MUG.
Fruit gratefully received

Library
____________________
Tauraroa School/Community Library is open again to the public during
school hours. We are at the front of the school (between the office & the gym).
We have a wide selection of books and magazines, so come along and have a
look. Please wear a mask.
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CONGRATULATIONS
S
•

To Felicity Searle (Bachelor of Teaching, University of Auckland) and
Holly Brotherhood (Graduate Diploma of Learning and Teaching, Massey
University) on their recent graduation.

•

Northland Regional Council Environmental Awards: Sam Doughty highly commended in the Environmental Youth Leader section

•

Northland Secondary Schools Year 9-10 3 on 3 Basketball
champions!
On 9 June, one of our teams won the Northland Secondary Schools 3 on 3
Year 9/10 basketball tournament. Our unbeaten team consisted only of
Year 9 students: Micah Martin, Kelsey McDonald, Connor Robinson and
Reagyn Williams.
Pool games were won against Kaitaia College, Excellere College, Kerikeri
High School, Whangarei Boys High School and Rodney College. The team
saved its best performance for the final, winning against a talented Taipa
Area School team 10-4. The boys did themselves and the school proud.
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•

Max Johns:
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award (played hockey, learnt chess,
volunteered at Kindhands helping children with illness and disability;
tramped Kaimai and North Cape).

•

Young Enterprise:
We had 2 businesses representing Tauraroa at the Northland Mid Year
Celebration. They both did a fantastic job. Amelie Loots of Ball.drobe
placed joint runner up in the most convincing pitch and Jacqui Cameron of
Blanquis placed 3rd in the Business Card Challenge.

•

Emma Johnson Shooting:
Emma hit 49/50 Single Rise in her first event at the New Zealand DTL
Championships in Christchurch. Hitting 48 targets on first barrel and 1
target on 2nd barrel with 1 lost target. She had another good round in
the second event on the Thursday with a 42/50 single barrel and 129/150
point score on the Friday She finished 12th equal female against NZ and
Australian female shooters in a very tough and strong competition.

MUSIC NEWS
•

Excitement is building for students in our junior and senior jazz bands
as they prepare to go on tour on the 30th of June. The two bands, named
Kool Beans and Jazz Link, will perform at Pompellier Catholic College in
the morning and Otamatea High School in the afternoon. On the following
Sunday Jazz Link will also be playing at Flames in Onerahi at 2pm and
families are welcome to attend. Congratulations go to Year 10 student
Phoebe Sefton who recently won a place in the final of the national Play It
Strange SongWriting contest - a feat which earned her $750 toward the
cost of a professional recording session.

LOOKING FOR BUSINESS CHALLENGE JUDGES
Do you have business knowledge, and you are willing and able to help? At
TAS, on Friday 8th July the BP challenge students will be ready to Pitch
and we need judges. It will take from 11am - 2pm (lunch provided).
Please email Andrea.cameron@tauraroa school.nz if you are able to help
out.
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The Tauraroa Area Schools Triennial Elections are taking place in September.
The NZSTA information sheet provides you with an overview of what it means to
be a Trustee. Board membership provides a wonderful opportunity to contribute
to our school. Please consider standing if you are interested.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Private piano
lessons available
during school hours
Please contact Sue
Davies-Young
0273349377 or
094377104
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