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www.tauraroa.school.nz

14 April 2022

Phone: 432-2643

Please ‘Like’ our Facebook page or visit the school website for
ongoing updates of school activities.

Calendar 2022
(Note: Due to the introduction of the Matariki holiday on 24 June, we will
not be having our traditional mid-term break on the Friday of Queen’s
Birthday weekend.)

14 April
15 April
24-29 April
25 April
2 May
3 May
10/11 May
12 May
13 May
16 May
20 May
23 May
24/25/31 May
25 May
2-6 June
6 June
20 June
24 June
4/5/6 July
6-8 July
7-10 July
8 July
9 July
25 July
15 Aug
22 Aug
12 Sept
14-16 Sept
30 Sept
17 Oct
24 Oct
26 Oct
31 Oct
7 Nov
9-11 Nov
21 Nov-2 Dec
5 Dec
9 Dec

End of Term 1
Good Friday
Y11 to Hillary Outdoors, Turangi
ANZAC Day
Start of Term 2
Y7/8 Epro8 Interschool Competition
L3 Tourism Flight Attendant course
Balldrobe 1pm - 6pm (gym)
Teacher Only Day
Board of Trustees meeting (5:30pm)
Pink shirt day (anti bullying)
‘Attitude’ presentations to secondary students
Y12/13 STAR Defensive Driving Course
WPSSA Y4-6 Winter Sports
Y11-13 National Shakespeare Festival
Queen’s Birthday holiday
Board of Trustees meeting (5:30pm)
Matariki holiday
Automobile Mobile Workshop (LvR)
Y10/11 BP Challenge
2021 AIMS Team Development Trip Rotorua
End of Term 2
School ball
Start of Term 3
Board of Trustees meeting 5:30pm
Teacher only day
Board of Trustees meeting 5:30pm
Y12/13 Tourism trip to Auckland
End of Term 3
Start of Term 4
Labour Day
Y13 Biology Trip to Auckland Zoo
Board of Trustees meeting 5:30pm
NCEA commences (L3 Physics)
Y4-6 camp Mangawhai
Teacher only day - date to be confirmed
Board of Trustees meeting (5:30pm)
Prize giving ceremonies
End of Term 4
1

In this issue:
Calendar:

P1

Principal’s Message:

P2

Congratulations:

P3-4

Easter Raffle:

P4

Library:

P5

Digital Technology:

P5

Sport:

P6-8

Relay 4 Life:

P8

Term 2 Events:

P8

Dental Health:

P9

Gateway:

P9

Young Enterprise:
Y12 Activity Days:

P10
P10-11

Primary School:

P11

Community
Notices:

P12

From the Principal’s Desk

Ki ngā tangata katoa o to tatou whanui, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa: To all the
people of our school community, greetings.
We are rapidly coming to the end of what has been a challenging but successful term. I do
appreciate the way in which the school community has been so supportive in the face of
disruption and restrictions. As if COVID wasn’t enough of a hurdle, we also had to contend with
the serious damage done to our computer and communication systems by the lightning strike
three weeks ago. This week, we have had to cancel some Year 11-13 classes on site due to the
high number of absent staff.
This week, our student council (assisted by Helen Kinsey-Wightman) ran an Easter raffle to raise
money for the children of Ukraine. The generosity of prize donors has been incredible! Thank
you for supporting this important cause.
Among the many highlights of this term, was the domination of the Northland schools
Shakespeare competition by our actors. I am very grateful to the efforts of Debi Walters-Brown
in supporting our students to reach such high standards (further details in this newsletter).
Fundraising now gets underway to assist with funding the troupe to get to Wellington for the
national Sheila Wynn festival in June.
In week two of the coming holidays, a party of 30 Year 11 students will be attending the Hillary
Outdoor Pursuits Centre in Turangi, having previously had their visit scheduled for last year
cancelled.
In staffing news, the board of trustees has received the resignation of Min Kim, who took family
leave in August last year. Min has made the decision to not return to teaching for now. I greatly
appreciate the work Min did as a classroom teacher in the time she was with us and wish her
well as she returns to Auckland with her family. The board of trustees has now confirmed Felicity
Searle’s appointment as our Room 3 teacher to the end of this year. Hollie Brotherhood has now
been appointed as a permanent member of staff in Room 4 (Year 3). I am delighted to be in a
position to appoint teachers of such high calibre to these important roles.
Huri ano te mihi kia koutou, no rēira tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa.

Grant Burns
Principal
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To Jah Armstrong-Openshaw:
For being selected to participate in the Arab Youth International Model United Nations taking place
in Dubai from 16 to 19 September

To our students who dominated the Northland Schools
Shakespeare Competition:
'King Lear' (Year 12/13) won the 15-minute performance section trophy and the students
involved will be going to Wellington for the National Sheila Wynn Festival. Cast members
include Ryan Murray, Kyren Andrew, Mark Yearbury-Murphy, Jessica Hill, Isla Priestley, Lilly
Kluge-Browne, Emily Winters-Dodd, Emma-Jane Matthews, Grady Nops, Sahara Byrne,
Jorja Simpson, Rory Hydes, Taine Marker, Blake Nicholson, Mark Harding-Baker and Wyatt
Hughes.
Ryan Murray (Y13) and his sister Lucy from Huanui College won the 5-minute entry for
their Romeo & Juliet entry.
Kyren Andrew won the NSSP direct entry award for his performance in Richard III. The
overall scene won the trophy for most tragic performance.

To our lucky draw winners of a gift voucher for ‘Excellent Attendance’ this term:
Dex Sanders (RM2)
Tanya Mackay (RM10)
Taylor Morgan (9DE)
Jess Hill (13GP)

To the following students for receiving a Principal’s Award this term, for demonstrating
the Cornerstone Value of Responsibility (to be trustworthy and accountable for our own
actions):
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Waka
Teina

Room 3

Room 4

Room 5

Room 6

Rm9

Rm10

Rm11

Rm13

Eleanor Corkery

Bailey Roberts

Zoey Marshall

Liam Mason

Beau smith

Pippa Bailey

Blake McHardy

Tyler Rix

Ziggy Higgison

Mick Collier

Kowhai Ruhe-Hodge

Harper Kaiser

Maia Ward

Liam Hugo

Olivia Morgan

Levi McDonald

Venia Chafin

Jock Lombard

Christian Botha

Chloe Mason

Elara Drummond

Skyla Thomas

Luca Mason

Tyson Bartlett

Sofia Mason

Bella Jones

Olive Lockett

Toby Mathews

Milo Davies

Amelia Grimwood

Tekoikoi Tahere

Tali McHardy

Lily Monk

Jacob Wilson

Khloe Governor

Jack Jones

Jelsha Eastes

Carter Rankilor

Summer Marshall

Lila Drummond

Alicia Van Dijk

Takemasa Andrews

Rosie Tomes

Damian Kennedy

Paige Tomes

Anna Snelling

Claudia Keenan

Annabelle Burchett

Jessica Liggett

Evie Jenkins

Anna Snelling

Emily Mason

Oliver Rolland

Naomi Grew

Maia Cable

Dalana Lombard

Taylor Mawson

Chad Jones

Tenlee Rountree

Austin Rowson

Emma Everson

Georgia Parker

Bella Tinsel

Mya Courtman

Hayden Robinson

Ollie Simpson

Holly Fielden

Lachlan Cameron

Ivy Brotherhood

Cory Whitehead

Olivia Dainty

Jackson Speedy

OTHER NEWS:
EASTER RAFFLE
The Easter raffle raised an amazing amount of $1,564.70 to
support the children of Ukraine through UNICEF. We were
inundated with very generous donations of Easter edibles for this
very worthy cause. Congratulations to our hamper winners:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Emma Schofield
John Thomson
Max Thompson-Bailey
Lesley Franklin
Hayley Brice
Anna Snelling
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7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Charmaine Smith
Patrick Thomson
Shannon Breed
McCollum
Phoenix Sander
Mark Stevenson

LIBRARY
Tauraroa Area School and Community Library is online!! Library users
can access the library by clicking on the “library” button on the the
school’s homepage or going to: https://library.tauraroa.school.nz/

Come browse the catalogue, reserve books and view your account. If
you are a student member of the library your username is the part of
your email address before the @ symbol. Click on “forgot my password”
to get an email sent to you to reset your password. Alternatively, email
the library at library@tauraroa.school.nz and we can set up a password
for you. It’s as easy as that!

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
A number of our year 7 and 8 students took part in a recent Epro8 Challenge involving
elements of technology, engineering and mathematics. It was fantastic to see them
thrive under timed pressure, communicating effectively, problem solving, working as a
team and for some, demonstrating leadership qualities. Thank you to everyone who
participated, both teachers and staff. The collective efforts ensured the day was a
success.
Pictured are the six teams that competed in the two-hour scarecrow challenge.
Congratulations to Team 3 - Isaac, Hayden, Olivia, Aidan and Franky who - despite being
two team members down at one point during the challenge - managed to win with
190pts. Team 5 was close behind with 160 points: Hinei, Nathan, Hamish, Aidan and
Daytona with 160pts. We wish TAS representatives well as they participate in an Inter
school competition next month.
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SPORT:
TAS will be well represented in local sports competitions this winter.
At junior level we have a year 4-6 basketball team, a year 4 netball team and a
year 5/6 netball team.
At intermediate level, we have three basketball teams, two hockey teams and
two netball teams. This follows on the heels of a busy cricket season.
At senior level we have volleyball teams, basketball teams, a big senior netball
team and our collegiate hockey team too. We wish every team well!
Our primary and intermediate cricket teams have been active and successful at a
number of recent tournaments. Many thanks to Anna Pascoe for her coaching
and organisational efforts here.
Mr Whelan has also been working hard at lunchtimes this term to coach and
promote football with the students. It's all go!
A big thank you to the coaching and managing mums and dads, staff and
students (some coaches are as young as year 8). Playing sport teaches our kids
some amazing life skills, builds the community spirit, and manifests our school
cornerstone values of responsibility, duty, and respect, among others.
Prospective intermediate hockey players should register for the season, using
this link: https://www.playhq.com/hockey-new-zealand/register/67ae99
Netball Students (all year levels), should register here (if not registered
already): https://www.sporty.co.nz/tauraroa/Netball-Registrations2020/Intermediate-1
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Basketball teams at all levels continue to compete
regularly. On 8 April we hosted two teams from
Bream Bay College. The Year 11-13 game was lost
44-19, while we won the
Year 9-10 game 43-30.

Whilst it was a shame to see so many sporting events being cancelled this term,
the Sports Department tried as much as possible to keep sports running within
our school. Our student sports committee have been running a Sports Gear Loan
Programme every week as well as providing activities for everyone to
participate in. We have had a few teams competing and have a large number of
students currently training in a range of codes. Well done to all those students
and coaches.
The first round of the Northland Secondary Schools clay target competition was
held on 9 April, with TAS students featuring again:
• Emma Johnstone: 2nd single rise, 3rd points score, 2nd single barrel, High
Overall score: female
• Madison Johnstone: 3rd single rise, 2nd points score, 3rd single barrel
• Tauraroa Area School: 3rd placed team: Sam Doughty (Captain), Julian
Connell, Rory Hydes, Emma Johnstone, Madison Johnstone
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Future dates to look forward to:
Week 3 term 2 - Northland Area School Trials. Senior students are
invited to trial for our Northland Area Schools team - more information will be
provided next term
First week July holidays - NZ Area Schools Tournament, to be held
in Whangarei.
Thank you to everyone who has supported sports this term and we look forward
to an extremely busy and fun term after Easter!

WELLBEING:
RELAY FOR LIFE
On 1 April, we honoured our loved ones lost to cancer and celebrated
those who are still with us with our own Relay For Life - Relay The TAS
Way. COVID thwarted our opportunity to join others at Trigg Stadium
for Relay For Life this year, so we pushed on with our own fundraising
efforts for the Cancer Society. Students are asked to ensure that all
sponsorship money is returned to the school office by Thursday.

TERM 2 EVENTS
Students will be encouraged to participate in Pink Shirt Day - Anti-Bullying
Awareness - on 20 May and the World Vision 40-Hour Famine. These link to
our Term 2 Cornerstone Value of compassion,
Many thanks to our student wellbeing team and the prefects who do so much to
help organise for these causes.
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DENTAL HEALTH
We have confirmed with the Northern DHB that mobile dental surgeries will be at
TAS this year, with free access for all students. More details to follow.

GATEWAY:
Despite the impact Covid has had to get students out this term, Gateway work
placements have got off to a good start with students from years 12 and 13
either already experiencing work life with local businesses, or looking to start at
the beginning of term 2.
These placements include work with a couple of electricians, local garages, a
scientist in his laboratory doing research work, a farmer in the middle of calving,
as well as a student interested in being a pilot spending time with the Whangarei
flying club. Others have gained Barista skills, are experiencing the retail industry
at Countdown, or the sports industry at Kensington Fitness.
Within the trades world there are students who are going to spend time with
Guyco Construction, Scaff LTD, Painter Girls and BDX Engineering.
We are preparing placements with law firms, early childhood centres, a jeweller
and the hospital, equipping students to make well informed career decisions for
their future.
Anyone interested in a Gateway placement is asked to talk to Sara Reade in the
Gateway office.
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YOUNG ENTERPRISE:
We have four businesses running this year.
KAWAKAWA KRAVE- looking to produce kawakawa balm that is less" smooshy"
and has a range of other infusions
BALL.DROBE- Providing students with affordable rental clothes to attend school
balls
BLANQUIS- Running social groups in retirement homes to make crochet blankets
for children in care- Blanquis was also the only Northland business to qualify for
the Waikato University Funding.
HERBIES- A group looking to find ways to provide cheaper transport options for
students travelling outside of the Ministry restricted free bus zones.
Despite trying circumstances, these four businesses have managed to achieve
their first challenge – congratulations!

Fundrasing manager Jordan Williams,
discussing options with Bus Controller
Andy Mouat.

YEAR 12 ACTIVITY DAYS:
With the year 12 camp sadly cancelled this year, the decision was made to
provide these students with the opportunity to learn some new skills through a
couple of activity days organised at school, funded through STAR (Secondary
Tertiary Alignment Resources).
They gained their First Responder First Aid certificates, gaining valuable life
skills.
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Students also completed both a theory and practical training session on Fire
Safety, learning the roles of a Fire Warden and how to use a Fire Extinguisher,
extinguishing a fire on the Training 4 Safety mockup trailer.

They also advanced their cooking skills preparing them for independent living
once they leave school. They made themselves some yummy pizzas using a
simple and versatile yoghurt & flour dough mix.

PRIMARY SCHOOL:
The Primary school were lucky to have Jo from St Johns visit us to teach us
about Responding in an emergency.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

